
Introduction

The site is located in Bootle, a town situated in the Borough of Sefton, 
Merseyside. As the site is positioned on the crossing of three transport 
links: the canal, railway line and road, it makes the site accessible from the 
city of Liverpool.

The design will attempt to reconnect the local community after months of 
isolation due to the pandemic. This will be in terms of public interactions, 
improving physical health and offering a space of relaxation.

Concept 

The concept for the design offers a building of two halves; a tranquil 
structure by the canal that houses the bathing activities and another half 
that supports public interactions and a link to the public realm that sits 
north of the building. The form will site parallel to the canal in an attempt 
to connect to the waterfront.

Form 

To gain a fur ther connection to the canal, the form of the design will nod 
to the inverted hull of a canal boat or canoe. The curvature of the roof 
also lowers the height of the structure and therefore makes the design 
conscious of the heights of the existing buildings in the immediate context. 

Structure

The structure of the design will consist of a glulam portal frame. This is 
to benefit from design flexibility and the fact it is a renewable building 
material. The structure has structural columns spanning 10m and occur 
every 5m.  

Materiality

As well as the glulam portal frame, the bathhouse is cladded in 20mm 
weathered brimstone ash timber, to contribute to the use of sustainable 
materials. The use of timber cladding also allows the building to compliment 
the natural surroundings of the site. 
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Divide 

Divide the mass into wet/dry spaces, 
as well as public and semi-private.

Shift  

By shifting the mass in opposite 
directions, it creates public space 

either side of the masses. 

Connection 

Connecting the two halves by a recep-
tion/lobby to provide a link.  

Roof Form 

Lowing the roof form either side of 
the mass to respect the height of the 

surroudning buildings.

Massing 

Form concept
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